
 
 

 

1. The soft copy of extended abstract in about 500 words must be 
submitted by 8th March and full paper on 18th March. 

2. All papers should be submitted in Times New Roman, 12 size, 
single space and in MS-Word only. 
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4. All contributors whose papers are approved by the review 
committee shall be intimated and they must present their paper in 
the Seminar on 22nd March, 2024. 
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Centre for Distance and Online Education (CDOE) formerly known as 
University School of Open Learning (USOL). It commenced its journey in 
year 1971 as Directorate of Correspondence Courses to embrace the lofty 
mission to take the reach of quality education beyond the four walls of 
University. CDOE has grown from an undergraduate to a full-fledged post- 
graduate institute housed in its own five-storey building. The imposing 
structure has been specially designed by famous French Architect Pierre 
Jeanneret to suitably serve the manifold requirements of growing institute 
of distance education. It contains spacious halls and several discipline-wise 
complexes of faculty rooms, library offices and reading halls; and, above all, 
class-rooms and a large auditorium. In over five decades of its illustrious 
service, CDOE has come to be known as a premier distance learning 
institute offering high quality education to the highly demanding distance 
learners of today. 

  Theme of the Seminar  

The Chairman of the drafting committee of the Indian Constitution, B.R. 

Ambedkar, In his address to the Constituent Assembly said that India is a 

diverse polity with substantial unity, but to maintain the unity, under democratic 

conditions, a federation would be useful. The Constitution of India provides the 
federal system of government for the country. The framers of the constitution 

era of multi- party governance. This blended mode (national and regional 

parties) of governance gave opportunities to regional parties demand more 

financial autonomy. Indian judiciary also actively intervened in the sphere of 

government to safeguard the interests of the States through S.R. Bommai vs 

Union of India case. Constitutional amendment 73rd&74th empowered the local 

governing bodies during the same period. During the fourth phase (2014 till 

date) under the one-party dominant government some important developments 

took place such as: Niti-Aayog, GST, Demonetisation, Farmer bill, Acceptance 

of 14th Finance Commission recommendations and so on. 

Federalism faces difficult challenges in the era of globalization forced by 

liberalization of the economy. States got the power back that had been taken 

away on the name of development and planning. However after sometimes, 

Centre again tried to assert its control over the States on the pretext of rise in 

internal insurgency, international terrorism and economic reforms etc. India 

federalism evolved through various internal and external pulls and pressures. So, 

it has become the most relevant topic to draw the attention of subject experts, 

intellectuals, research scholars and students of the concerned disciplines to 

ponder upon the issues and challenges of Indian federal system in the present 

era. Following are the objectives of the proposed seminar. 

 

The seminar will focus on the following sub-themes: 

adopted the federal system for two main reasons- the large size of the country 

and its socio-cultural diversity. They realised that the federal system not only 

ensures the efficient governance of the country but also reconciles national unity 

with regional autonomy. However, the term ‘federation’ has nowhere been used 

in the constitution. Instead, Article 1 of the constitution describes ‘India as a 

Union of States’. When comes to its nature Indian federalism has often been 

debated whether it is quasi-federal, asymmetrical, cooperative or competitive. 

Indian federalism is combination of all the above mentioned factors. . 

Indian federalism is an evolving federalism in nature, during the first phase 

(1952-1967) despite the dominance of the one-party dominant government, 

demand for linguistic states cropped up and Union government’s proposal for 

Hindi language met with strong opposition from many States. Second phase 

(1967-1989) marked the beginning of ‘Expressive federalism’ as the regional 

parties raised their voice for more autonomy and Sarkaria Commission was 

appointed to relook into the centre- state relations. Third period began with the 

  Sub-Theme of the Seminar  

 Evolution of the Federal structure in India. 

 Co-operative and competitive federalism in India. 

 Nature of Fiscal federalism in India. 

 Demand for greater state Autonomy. 
 Demand for the creation of new States. 

 Use of Article 356. 

 Contentious role of office of the Governors. 
 External forces create hindrances for the federal structure. 

 Federal governance during Covid -19. 

 Role of non - Constitutional bodies and federalism. 
 Role of judiciary in maintaining federal structure. 

 Globalization and Indian Federalism. 

 Challenges faced by federal system in India. 

 Any other theme related with the topic. 
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